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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Seed For
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Preacher


 Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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God graciously honors whatever steps we take in faith, even if to us those steps seem slight. Numerous biblical texts give us this confidence. "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you" (Matthew 7:7). "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you" (James 4:8). God will see that we get the information we need to do the right thing, if doing the right thing is what we really intend.


Courage, much more than "intelligence," is the key to great understanding in the things of God. The courageous not only think but act with integrity to what they already know. It is the honestly obedient who find the light they're looking for, while the idly curious find only that the darkness grows more fearful. Active seekers are told: "If you seek Him, He will be found by you" (2 Chronicles 15:2). God is more than a disinterested witness to our quest. If our true purpose is to get back home, our Father will meet us much more than half way.


Whoso draws nigh to God one step through doubtings dim,�God will advance a mile in blazing light to him.


Angelus Silesius





(Word Point – Gary Henry)





With the advent of the monarchy, David determined to build a more permanent "residence" for God (2 Samuel 7:1f).  Though God refused 


to allow David to undertake the construction (1 Chronicles 22:6f), He did allow Solomon to build a magnificent temple to serve as "an house of sacrifice...that my name may be there for ever" (2 Chronicles 7:12, 16).  Thus, when the priests carried the ark into the Holy of Holies, "then the house was filled with a cloud...for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of God" (2 Chronicles 5:13-14).


       Thus, the tabernacle and temple stood as earthly reminders of God's presence among His people and material representations of His true heavenly abode.  Yet they also foreshadowed a future temple.  In (2 Samuel 7:12f), God promised that David's Seed would, "build an house for my name" in conjunction with His everlasting kingdom.  In this new temple, God would again dwell among His people (Ezekiel 37:24f) and place upon them His name, just as He had done with Israel (Numbers 6:27).  Prior to the destruction of Solomon's temple by Babylon, the glory of the Lord had departed from it (Ezekiel 10-11), and though both Zerubabbel (Ezra 6:13f) and Herod the Great (John 2:20) subsequently rebuilt that temple, in neither instance did the glory of God reinhabit the sanctuary.  The building was there, but God was not.  The temple of prophecy that He would again inhabit would be of a far different construction.











Christ twice cleansed the temple from those who desecrated its use (John 2:13); (Matthew 21:12f); God's people 


are not to be characterized by the temporal, worldly, or profane.  


We are to be spiritual, heavenly, eternal in our affections and attentions.  We are set apart to God, and thus we must continually purify ourselves that we might be a suitable habitation for His influence and power.


        Moreover, as the glory of God shone forth from the temple of Solomon, so must His glory shine forth from His church.  "Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father" (Matthew 5:14).  The light that proceeds from God's people is not inherent in us.  It is the light of the word, the influence of our Lord, that illuminates us, "that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you" (1 Peter 2:9).  His glory is descended upon us, and we reflect it that the world might see that God dwells among men and desires our redemption.  As living stones being fitly framed into God's place of abode, Christians in each local church must work together so that not only is the body perfected, but that also the world may see God in us.  If we succumb to compromise, sectarianism, or divisiveness, then we manifest God to no one, and certainly His glory will depart from among His people. 


      What a glorious consideration that I am a part of God's dwelling place!  What a humbling and yet awesome privilege that the glory of Jehovah God resides among us!  May we strive tirelessly to be a fit habitation.








					





The Church as the Temple---The Habitation of God


By Russ Bowman





In the Mosaic covenant, God instructed Israel to construct a tabernacle in which He might manifest Himself and dwell among His people.  And, as Israel finished the tabernacle, God descended upon it in a cloud of glory and so reassured His people of His presence in their very midst.  Patterned upon the heavenly dwelling place of God (Hebrews 8:1-5), the tabernacle became the earthly symbol of God's habitation in Israel.








      "…ye are the temple of the living God;  as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people"  (2 Corinthians 6:16).  This statement identifies the present temple of God as the church of God--God's people.  We are described in 1 Peter 2:4 as living stones in a spiritual house, and in Ephesians 2:21-22 as "a holy temple in the Lord … a habitation of God through the Spirit," an image reaffirmed in 1 Corinthians 3:16.  Christ's church stands forth in the present world as the place wherein God dwells among men, a people where He has put His name, and among whom He manifests His glory.  The church is a spiritual building which far surpasses the material constructions of history, for it stands as the very object of God's love and redemption--a people of God purchased by God with the sacrifice of God.  In His people God makes His lodging in hearts and minds, not in stone walls lined with cedar and overlaid with gold.  We who are Christians are the habitation of God Almighty.


 We must appreciate our grand privilege and responsibility.  As God's presence in the tabernacle/temple was conditioned upon Israel's faithfulness, so His presence in the church is similarly conditional.  In John 14:23, Jesus states that He and the Father will "make our abode" with the man who loves Him and keeps his words.  We must make ourselves a suitable dwelling place for God.  We must live "soberly, righteously, and godly" (Titus 2:12),   understanding that God cannot abide in that which is impure and unholy.          











 Small Steps That Lead to Great Understanding


And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. (Luke 15:20)


Because the path ahead seems uncertain and difficult, we often fail to take the steps that lie clearly before us. If we allow it to happen, doubt and difficulty can paralyze us. Not having found God already, and seeing no way out of our confusion, we neglect to seek Him at all. Our search for truth is stymied.


But the steps that we could take are the most important. Usually, it is small steps toward God, taken in trust, that lead to great understanding. Jesus spoke of the honest soul who "comes to the light" (John 3:21). Obviously, enlightenment must be sought, and the seeking can be arduous. But we do not "come to the light" by mere worry or fretfulness. More is involved than simply trying to figure things out intellectually.


Godly wisdom must be sought actively and obediently. If conscience can indicate only a step or two, then a great deal depends on our taking those steps. What we don't know must never prevent us from doing the duty we do know. We must use the light we already have -- or cease to expect any more.		Cont on Page 3








FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers


Bro. Wes Guyton’s, mother.  Bro. Rick Hulsey. 


 Sis. Nancy Woods,  Bro. George Statham, 


Sis. Patty Keenan’s parents.  Bro. Tony Wilkie, 


recovering from a stroke Bro. Jack Green


recovering from knee surgery. Sis. Ellizabeth


Hammond’s sister Becca Debee, recovering 


from cancer surgery. The Douthitt and Gilbert 


families and Sis. Donna Nash at the loss of their 


sister and daughter. 


Welcome Bro. Chase Chaffer and Sis. Ashley


Villas into our church family, they were baptized 


into the Lord last Sunday evening.  


All of our new Converts.


Check the board in the back for others. 


Remember Crystal Crouch.  


________________________________


Group “C” meeting after PM Service


_________________________________


Men’s Meeting 3:30 PM


_________________________________


Bro. Carl Ballard will speak to us this PM


___________________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Whit hays


Song Leader----Dion Clark


Lord's Supper---Ross Statham


   Asst. 1-----Marty Hammond


   Asst. 2-----Sam Adams


   Asst. 3-----Carlos Pineda


   Asst. 4-----Josh Sams


   Asst. 5-----Jeff Lacquement


2nd Prayer----Zachery Rogers


Read Scripture---Cecil Douthitt


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Joey Jackson


Closing Prayer---Brad Bowman


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Clay Bowman


Song Leader-------Preston Jackson


2nd Prayer------Josh Green


Read Scripture ---Tyler Davidson


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Ross Statham


Announcements----Joey Jackson


Closing Prayer---Justin Douthitt


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Rodee Bruns


 Invitation---Grant Hicks


 Closing Prayer---Josh Sams





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














